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Have some interest in a club overseas

Support them as main club

Football 
support 
from 
overseas
Our journey begins here - we surveyed thousands of football fans across the 

globe to ask about their support of overseas teams. An astonishing number of 

supporters have an interest in a team away from their own country - while the 

level of that fandom varies the world over. La Liga and the Premier League are 

the runaway leaders in terms of interest, with England interestingly boosted by 

the Championship, which is the sixth most-followed league by foreign fans.

86%

33%

Global average
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The passion and emotion

Supporting my team

The excitement and drama involved in the game

Watching football with friends, family, or fellow fans

Watching skill and athleticism of players

The feeling of winning

The strategic and tactical aspects of the game

An iconic player

An iconic team

The cultural importance of football in your country

Being part of a global game and community
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What fuels love 
for football?

33.13%

28.58%

28.27%

27.55%

26.23%

26.11%

19.99%

17.57%

16.97%

14.57%

14.04%

Global UK USA Brazil Nigeria Japan S.Korea Italy Turkey

31.16%

38.07%

34.81%

32.05%

21.89%

25.74%

16.47%

11.74%

18.05%

15.09%

15.19%

31.94%

27.94%

31.44%

29.54%

33.53%

20.26%

23.65%

16.17%

19.16%

14.37%

19.06%

47.35%

38.02%

27.33%

31.47%

26.95%

25.60%

18.00%

9.05%

13.28%

21.85%

9.34%

38.36%

25.63%

31.30%

32.61%

25.89%

33.39%

21.88%

12.12%

10.72%

7.24%

15.87%

19.76%

17.56%

28.04%

19.26%

34.43%

27.54%

21.56%

23.95%

17.47%

11.98%

14.67%

38.57%

30.62%

21.87%

30.32%

20.87%

21.17%

18.79%

14.81%

25.75%

15.11%

11.03%

33.33%

27.46%

23.68%

23.68%

20.30%

30.15%

20.20%

15.62%

15.62%

17.61%

14.93%

23.28%

23.28%

27.26%

20.60%

26.07%

23.98%

19.20%

38.21%

16.72%

14.13%

12.14%1
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Of those who watch their 
overseas team’s matchesT

h
e

 G
lo

b
a
l 
Fa

n

Every match

Most matches

Occasionally

Rarely

Only big matches

Not sure

UK

13.37%
47.52%
35.15%
3.22%
0.50%
0.24%

Japan

15.14%
38.12%
38.12%
2.35%
6.27%

Brazil

20.54%
58.50%
15.16%
1.70%
3.54%
0.56%

Turkey

36.67%
39.18%
16.63%
3.19%
4.10%
0.23%

S.Korea

11.34%
45.34%
35.63%
2.02%
4.86%
0.81%

USA

20.52%
52.79%
23.11%
1.59%
1.99%

Italy

16.88%
49.09%
27.27%
1.56%
5.19%

41.38%
45.76%
9.46%
1.13%
2.26%

Nigeria

2
2
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Modern 
fandom

One thing that unites fans around the globe is the need for clubs to be doing more to 

engage and excite them. Every region feels strongly that more could be done, while they 

all feel technology plays a massive part in that - citing loyalty programs, tickets for global 

fans and meaningful fan votes.

Technology & digital platforms play a 

pivotal role in enhancing my experience

I feel my club could do more to enhance 

my relationship with them

Global

79.11%

83.37%

UK

73.37%

67.55%

USA

82.93%

77.84%

Brazil

89.90% 90.28%

Nigeria

93.72%
95.82%

Japan

66.37%

77.45%

S.Korea

75.42%

90.65%

Italy

70.58%

74.95%

Turkey

78.31%

90.55%
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92%
Internal research suggests that consumers on 

the platform are taking more of an active 

interest in other teams.

of recent users on the 
Socios.com platform follow 
other teams in addition to 
their favourite team.3
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Favourite 
Experiences 
of UK Fan 
Token 
Holders

VIP Hospitality packages
3,352 (28.1%)

Play on the Pitch
2,319 (19.5%)

Merchandise giveaways
2,151 (18%)

General admission tickets
985 (8.2%)

Live interactive streaming
1,408 (11.9%)

Watch the team train
1,704 (14.3%)

28.1%

19.5%

18%

14.3%

11.9%

8.2%
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